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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

16th Welcomes home “The Rock” from Iraq 
 

240RETURNS           17 September 2008 

 

By Eric Jones, 16th SB FRSA 

 

BAMBERG, Germany  — Families and friends welcomed home Soldiers of the 240th 

Quartermaster Co., 391st Combat Sustainment Support Battalion, 16th Sustainment 

Brigade, at the Freedom Fitness Center here Sept. 6.  

 

The unit, nicknamed “the Rock,” has spent the last 15 months in support of Operation 

Iraqi Freedom in Balad, Iraq, at Logistical Support Area Anaconda, which is the primary 

logistical hub for the coalition forces operating in Iraq.   

 

“Leaders and Soldiers of the 240th, it’s time to take your fingers off the trigger guards 

and take a knee,” said Maj. Chris Foote, rear detachment commander, 391st CSSB, in his 

address. 

 

Foote went on to publicly acknowledge and thank Families for their service, dedication 

and sacrifice.  

 

 Capt. Nikki Blystone, commander, 240th QM Co., then turned and faced her Soldiers  

and dismissed them to reunite with their loved ones.  After a silent pause, Soldiers  
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and Families rushed to greet each other with warm embraces, smiles and tears. 

 

 “I am very excited to be home — my daughter was only five weeks old when I left,” said 

Staff Sgt. Nde Wanki, 240th QM Co. “I am very thankful for my wife, children, friends 

and our family readiness group for their great support while I was deployed.”   

 

 “The Rock is rolling and it has rolled home!” said Foote. 
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240returns.jpg 
Staff Sgt. Todd Brown, 240th Quartermaster Co., 391st Combat Sustainment Support Battalion, 16th 
Sustainment Brigade, embraces his wife, Emily Brown during a welcome home ceremony at the Freedom 
Fitness Center, Sept. 6.  The unit, nicknamed “the Rock,” has spent the last 15 months in support of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom in Balad, Iraq, at Logistical Support Area Anaconda, which is the primary 
logistical hub for the coalition forces operating in Iraq.  (U.S. Army photo by Eric Jones) 
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